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USCINCSO ALSO FOR POLAD 

E.O. 12356: DECL: OADR 
TAGS: PREL , PGOV, OAS, VE , PE 

SUBJECT: PERU GRANTS ASYLUM TO VENEZUELAN 
AIRFORCE PLOTTERS 

REF: LIMA 15263 

1. (U) SUMMARY: PRESIDENT FUJIMORI ANNOUNCED 
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NOVEMBER 29 PERU WOULD GRANT ASYLUM TO 93 
MEMBERS OF THE VENEZUELAN AIR FORCE WHO FLED TO 
PERU FOLLOWING THE FAILURE OF A COUP ATTEMPT. 
FUJIMORI ALSO BROADLY CRITICIZED PEREZ, DESPITE 
A DISCLAIMER ABOUT NOT WANTING TO INTERFERE IN 
VENEZUELA'S INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 
END SUMMARY. 

VENEZUELAN COUP PARTICIPANTS WILL RECEIVE ASYLUM 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
REVIEW AUTHORITY: OSCAR J OLSON 
CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE/CASE ID: 17 AUG 2006 200503206 



UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 



2. (U) PERUVIAN PRESIDENT ALBERTO FUJIMORI 
DURING A SUNDAY EVENING TELEVISION INTERVIEW 
NOVEMBER 29 ANNOUNCED HIS GOVERNMENT WOULD GRANT 
ASYLUM TO NINETY -THREE VENEZUELAN AIR FORCE 
PERSONNEL. THE GROUP, LED BY VENEZUELAN AIR 
FORCE GENERAL EFRAIN VIZCONTE , NOVEMBER 27 FLEW 
A C-130 AIRCRAFT TO PERU AND LANDED ABOUT 1730 
HRS LOCAL TIME IN THE NORTHEASTERN PERUVIAN 
AMAZON RIVER TOWN OF IQUITOS FOLLOWING THE 
FAILURE OF THE LATEST COUP ATTEMPT AGAINST 
CARLOS ANDRES PEREZ (REFTEL. ) THE ASYLUM 
REQUEST WOULD BE GRANTED, THE PRESIDENT SAID, IN 
ORDER TO "SAFEGUARD THE LIVES AND ASSURE THE 
PHYSICAL INTEGRITY" OF THE VENEZUELAN MILITARY. 

3. (U) FUJIMORI ANNOUNCED THAT THE C-130 
AIRCRAFT IN WHICH THE VENEZUELANS ARRIVED AND 
THEIR ARMS WOULD BE RETURNED TO THE GOV. 
FUJIMORI SAID HE HOPED THE DECISION TO GRANT 
ASYLUM WOULD NOT RESULT IN A FURTHER 
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DETERIORATION OF PERUVIAN-VENEZUELAN RELATIONS. 
ANY OF THE NINETY-THREE AIR FORCE PERSONNEL WHO 
WANTED TO RETURN TO VENEZUELA OF THEIR OWN FREE 
WILL WOULD BE PERMITTED TO DO SO, FUJIMORI 
INDICATED. 

ADVICE FOR CAP 



4. (U) DURING THE INTERVIEW PROGRAM, PRESIDENT 
FUJIMORI CONTRASTED THE COST IN LIVES AND 
INJURED OF THE VENEZUELAN COUP ATTEMPT WITH THE 
NOVEMBER 12/13 ATTEMPT IN LIMA WHICH WAS PUT 
DOWN WITHOUT INJURY. FUJIMORI ATTRIBUTED THIS 
TO A "HIGHLY EFFICIENT" PERUVIAN INTELLIGENCE 
SERVICE . 

5. (U) ASKED ABOUT THE POLITICAL SITUATION IN 
VENEZUELA, FUJIMORI NOMINALLY DEMURRED SAYING 
THE VENEZUELAN PEOPLE HAD TO SOLVE THEIR OWN 
PROBLEMS. HIS DISCLAIMER NOTWITHSTANDING, 
PRESIDENT FUJIMORI PROCEEDED TO: 

— REFER TO A RECENT "TIME" MAGAZINE ARTICLE 
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WHICH HE SAID CONCLUDED THE VENEZUELAN PEOPLE 
WERE "FED UP" AND SAYING ENOUGH ALREADY WITH A 
" GREY - HAIRED " DEMOCRATIC SYSTEM. 

— INDICATE HE THOUGHT THE VENEZUELAN PEOPLE 
"WANT PROFOUND CHANGE AND ARE FED UP WITH 
DEMAGOGY AND CORRUPTION." 
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-- CONTRASTED PUBLIC ACCEPTANCE OF HIS OWN MORE 
DRASTIC ECONOMIC REFORMS WITH THOSE INSTITUTED 
BY CAP NOTING "BUT HERE THERE ARE NOT FRIENDS OF 
THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC LINING THEIR 
POCKETS WITH SILVER." 

6. (U) FUJIMORI SAID HE HAD NO WISH TO COMMENT 
UPON CONDITIONS IN A FELLOW LATIN AMERICAN 
COUNTRY LEST HE BE ACCUSED OF MEDDLING IN 
VENEZUELA'S INTERNAL AFFAIRS. WHAT IS 
IMPORTANT, FUJIMORI SAID, IS THAT A GOVERNMENT 
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SUBJECT: PERU GRANTS ASYLUM TO VENEZUELAN 
BE IN STEP WITH THE PEOPLE. EMPLOYING IRONIC 
UNDERSTATEMENT, FUJIMORI SAID THAT WERE HE IN 
CAP'S SHOES AND IF HIS INTELLIGENCE SERVICE 
REPORTED TO HIM HE HAD A 90 PERCENT DISAPPROVAL 
RATING HE WOULD TAKE STEPS TO TURN THE SITUATION 
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AROUND . 

7. (C) COMMENT: PERSUADED THAT CAP HAD AIDED 
AND ABETTED THE PLOTTING AND EXECUTION OF THE 
NOVEMBER 12/13 COUP ATTEMPT AGAINST HIM, 
PRESIDENT FUJIMORI TOOK EVIDENT PLEASURE IN THIS 
SUDDEN CHANGE OF EVENTS. WHILE FUJIMORI 
DISCLAIMED ANY DESIRE TO INTERFERE IN 
VENEZUELA'S INTERNAL AFFAIRS, HE COULD NOT 
RESIST THE TEMPTATION TO VOICE SOME MEASURE OF 
CRITICISM OF A GOVERNMENT THAT CRITICIZED HIM 
SEVERELY . 
BRAYSHAW## 
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